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Abstract:

Given the dynamic nature of the concept of civil society and the
importance of its role in shaping the relationship between the
state and society, the purpose of this research is to analyze and
evaluate the concept of civil society in depth. The research is
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divided into three main sections: section one provides three main
approaches to the understanding of the concept of civil society;
the second section defines and analyzes the main characteristics
of civil society organizations; the third section evaluates the
changing functions of civil society organizations amidst changing
socio-political conditions. The study has found that the societal
approach provides a multidimensional understanding and
analysis of the role of civil society organizations. The study has
also found that although the nature of civil society organizations
has transformed from its primary goal of social mobilization to
become model for service provision, it is still able to integrate
social mobilization within its provision of services.
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