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Abstract:

The formation of the Maldives as a political entity
generally dates back to the period of conversion to Islam in the
eleventh century, which made the Maldives one of the oldest
surviving small states in the world. Unlike most other countries
in the region, the Maldives was not subject to the overt
domination of foreign powers.

This is likely due to problems sailing at sea around and
within islands, because without a high level of knowledge of the
dangers of coral reefs and shallow lagoons, ships are often
wrecked or grounded.

The Portuguese managed to rule the Maldives for 17 years in the
mid-16th century. Their dominance was soon thwarted by a guerrilla
war with the help of “Raja Kananur” in what is now India. Several

VoYY g - CAllEl aaall e Gl alall



<ggnllalldgygaan o qulpall allagll a3y

dzay gol syl ppalygl spags /1

sultans then ruled the Maldives unhindered, until Sultan Muhammad
Muinelddin concluded an agreement with the British in 1887. The
British, whose empire extended throughout South Asia, made the
Maldives a British protectorate in return for tribute.

Over a long period of their history, the Maldives
experience is unique as a state system appropriate to the islands'’
geographical composition and distribution of population, as it has
given the Maldivian people's cultural and religious unity a strong
sense of identity as a distinct nation of the ancient organization.

The medieval Maldivian state and its institutions were
heavily influenced by the traditions of the Buddhist kingdom that
lasted for at least a thousand years, and the laws and practices of
the Islamic kingdom from the twelfth century onwards.

The political system in the Republic of Maldives has gone
through several stages, and historical stations that constituted a
qualitative leap in structuring the current political system, as the
Republic of Maldives has amended the constitution several times,
since the establishment of the first constitution in the Maldives, in the
context of the transition from the rule of the sultans to the rule of the
Republic and the declaration of A new constitution, the 2008
constitution, which constituted a basic reference for the relationship
of state institutions with Maldivian society and defined the structure
of the political system and mechanisms for its change.
key words:

Republic of the Maldives - Political Regim - Constitution of 2008.
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