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Alignment between the educational outcomes of community
colleges and the labor market: a comparison of practices between
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the United States of America

Abstract:

The current study aims to identify the degree and
comparing of alignment between the educational outcomes of
Saudi and American community colleges and the needs and
requirements of the labor market. The approach of descriptive
research method was used, and a questionnaire was prepared for
collecting data. A random sample of (628) individuals from
Saudi (N=306) and American (N=322) community colleges were
selected. The results showed that the American community
colleges are superior in the degree of achieving the intended
alignment over their Saudi counterparts; the Saudi community
colleges carried out the practices related to achieving this
alignment at a medium level, while the American colleges
practice it at a high level. The results also showed that work-
based learning activities, data collection and validation of the
needs of key stakeholders related to the alignment process were
the lowest among Saudi community colleges, and they use
alignment measures at a low level also, compared to American
community colleges that use these measures at a high level. In
light of these findings, a set of actions were recommended to
enhance the intended alignment.
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