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Abstract:

This study comes within the growing and renewed trend
concerned with the civilizational, cultural and value dimensions
in the field of international relations, and aimed to provide a new
contribution in this field by applying to Indian-Israeli relations.
The study sought to clarify the impact of the religious dimension
in Indian-Israeli relations, as religious identity had a major role in
the establishment of the two countries, especially in light of the
rise of religious currents and the accompanying growth of hostile
policies to the Islamic other in the policy of each of them, and the
study analyzed this impact by relying on the arguments of the
constructivist theory.

The study found that the religious dimension represented
by the convergence between Hindutva and Zionism had a
positive impact in promoting cooperation between India and
Israel, as it had a great influence on the behavior and orientations
of official and unofficial actors in both countries, and this
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influence was consolidated by the rise of Hindu nationalism led
by the Bharatiya Janata Party in Indian politics, and this appears
through two main effects, First, as a framework for interpreting
threats, where the religious identities of both nations contribute to
the construction of a shared discourse portraying the Islamic
"Other" as a civilizational threat to their existence. This discourse
reinforces the perception within both states that they are victims
of an uncivilized Islamic adversary. Second, the religious
dimension functions as a tool for enhancing bilateral cooperation,
which can be seen as a consequence of the first effect. In this
context, both states seek to deepen their collaboration as a
necessity to safeguard their shared values and interests. Political
leaders in both countries employ religious rhetoric to justify and
legitimize such cooperation.

Keywords: Religious Dimension, Religious Identity, Indo-Israeli
Relations, Zionism, Hindutva, Constructivism.
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